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                            January 2023 

Pastor Sammie's Thoughts  
    
                         

NEW YEAR’S DAY PRAYER 
 
 There is something completely magical 
about gateways, O God. It is hardly any wonder 
that the ancients often regarded them as 
pathways to blessing. We, too, have a sense of 
their mystery and intrigue as we begin another 
year. We are leaving behind one chapter of our 
lives and opening another. We are now sensitive 
to the burdens we have borne in the previous 
year—all the illnesses, losses, failures, mistakes, 
broken promises, disrupted friendships, and 
unfulfilled dreams. But we are also keenly aware 
of the possibilities that lie before us—
possibilities of new relationships, new growth, 
new work to do, and new experiences of 
ourselves. We pray for the strength not to fail 
you in the coming year or to fail ourselves; for 
when we fail you, we fail ourselves. Enable us to 
live passionately and courageously, deeply 
energized by the spirit of love and harmony that 
flows from you. Make it easier for us to say the 
right words, do the right things, and construct 
the right future. Save us from any temptations 
to direct our paths. Let our faith and 
companionship with Christ give us stability 
when the seas around us are rough and a sense 
of gratitude when they are not. Teach us to serve 
you in ways that will make our world more 
loving and more spiritual. And let us regard this 
particular gateway—the beginning of a new 
year—as a passageway to a closer and finer 

relationship with your spirit. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
(Adapted from God’s People at Prayer by John 
Killinger, Abingdon Press 2006. Reprinted with 
permission.) 
  

“While the earth remains, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 

and night, shall not cease.” Genesis 8:22. 
 

A TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

“This is a day of new beginnings, 
 time to remember and move on, 

 time to believe what love is bringing,  
laying to rest the past that’s gone.” 

 
 These are the words of a hymn in our 
United Methodist Hymnal (#383). I share them 
with you as a way of celebrating the coming of 
the new year. 
 The Christian faith, like the Hebrew 
tradition out of which it was born, is inherently 
a future-oriented way of understanding and 
living life. When the ancient Israelites celebrated 
the exodus from Egypt, they not only 
acknowledged that God had delivered them 
from slavery in the past but also expressed the 
hope that God would act in the future to bring 
in the reign of peace and justice for all 
humankind. And, of course, Jesus expresses that 
same hope when he announces that the 
Kingdom, or Rule, of God, has actually drawn 
near. 
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 The coming of winter, the changing of 
any of the seasons, is an apt symbol of the fact 
that all of life is lived in the context of time—of 
movement, of change. One of the distinctive 
things about our Christian faith is our belief that 
God is active in the passing of time, always 

luring us free from the past and offering 
opportunities for a new beginning. Let now be a 
time to think and pray about new beginnings in 
life, especially the life of the Church on the Cape. 
 
—Rev. Sammie 

 
WESLEY’S COVENANT SERVICE  

The First Sunday Morning Worship of the Year 
 

John Wesley’s justification for having this particular service can be found in the Bible in 
Deuteronomy 26:17-18 and Jeremiah 31:31-34. He led the first of these Methodist covenant services 
on August 11, 1755. While the service borrowed extensively from the works of Richard Allein, a 
Puritan pastor, it has very much the Wesleyan feel to it. 
 
The Covenant Service has become a regular part of United Methodist worship. The heart of the 
service can be found in the United Methodist hymnal today on page 607. It reads as follows: 
 

I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt; rank me with 
whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be 
employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low 
by thee. Let me be full; let me be empty. Let me have all things. Let me 
have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and 
disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the covenant which I 
have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

 
Wesley led this particular service each time he visited a Methodist Society. In the later years of his 
life, the service was held on New Year’s Day or a Sunday early in the year. He found the service to 
be extremely rich and meaningful. His journal entry dated January 1, 1755, reflects the service’s 
power: “It was an occasion for a variety of spiritual experiences . . . . I do not know that ever we had 
a greater blessing. Afterward many desired to return thanks, either for a sense of pardon, for full 
salvation, or for a fresh manifestation of God’s graces, healing all their backslidings.” In other places, 
Wesley urges “the wholly giving up of ourselves to God and renewing every part of our covenant 
that the Lord should be our God. 
 
 On Sunday, January 1st, we will renew or establish our covenant with God. The service 
following the Invitation is taken from Wesley’s service of 1780. It can be an extremely powerful 
experience and an important way to begin the New Year. The above are words that no one can 
say on your behalf and no one can keep on your behalf. Only you can live your own life, and only 
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you can make your own commitments. Please prepare for this service by prayerfully considering 
the words in the covenant and through reading the Scriptures. May we all grow spiritually and 
enjoy God’s blessings to the fullest in 2023! 
 
     Blessings and Happy New Year 
Pastor Sammie 
 
JANUARY LECTIONARY READINGS 
 
January 1  Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 63:7-9 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 
Sermon Title- “Different Way Back” 
 
January 8th   Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Sermon Title-“For All The World” 
 
January 15  2nd Sunday After the Epiphany  
Isaiah 49:1-7 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
Scripture For the Day: Luke 2:41-52 
Sermon Title- “A Boys Mouth and a Parent’s 
Heart” 
 
January 22  3rd Sunday After the Epiphany  
Isaiah 9:1 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

Sermon Title- “Jesus Preaches Repentance” 

 
January 29 
Micah 6:1-8 
1 Corinthians  1:18-31 
Matthew 5: 1-12 
Sermon Title; "Sermon on the Plains" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maurice Hutchins 
December 4, 2022 
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A Blessed Event 
 
This amazing photo by Annie Hidell of the 
steeple of our church shows the strange 
lights around it. At the top of the church 
steeple in her photo, there appears to be 
a small constellation of stars.  
 
Everywhere else is dark except for two 
lights to the left of the steeple, and the 
lower of the two seems to be closer and 
perhaps is moving towards the steeple.  
 
The constellation of stars, if that is what 
we see, is remindful of an inverted fish or 
a Christian symbol used in the early 
church resting atop our church.  
 
And as Annie points out, she could imagine 
the two stars to the left of the steeple to 
be angels coming to visit our church. 
 
Later in daylight, to help confirm what 
was atop the steeple, the small 
constellation of stars is likely reflections 
of light from the decorative weather vane 
that resides there. 
 
Nonetheless, it is comforting to think 
that God cares so much for us that he 
provides assurances of his church 
presence, even if only in our imagination. 
 

Charlie Benore 
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The Mayberry Bible Study  
 

Please join in the fun and the insight of the upcoming 
Mayberry Bible Study.  

For more than half a century, viewers have loved The Andy Griffith Show, not 
only for its wholesome humor and unforgettable characters, but also for the 
life lessons so many episodes teach.   

There are many books written about the messages in the show, many songs 
sung by Andy himself about the glory of the Lord, and many lessons learned 
about doing the right thing by Opie, the people of Mayberry, and ultimately, 
by us as viewers and Christians.  

Let’s have fun and dive in! This is a four-part program featuring four episodes of The Andy Griffith Show.  In each 
weekly gathering, we will watch the featured episode.  There are no commercials, so it will only take about 22 
minutes. Then we will discuss the moral of the story, answer a few study questions, and read corresponding 
Biblical references for deeper reflections on how Christians can be moved to ‘do the right thing.’  

The Biblical themes will include service, peace, mercy, and commitment.   

It will be a fun and meaningful way to study the Word and begin the new year.  

Class Times:  10:30- 1:15 PM on January 10,  January 17, January 24, and January 31 
 

YOUR CHURCH ON THE CAPE CHARITY CONTRIBUTIONS IN ACTION 
 

Along the coast of southern Mozambique, beautiful and visible changes are taking place. Where once 
the land was wild and idle, 75 acres of land owned by the Mozambique United Methodist Church 
have been put into production and now yield fruits in their harvest seasons. 

In Inhambane province, the Massinga area includes five districts of the UMC with a total of 30 
parishes. Two churches are within the city of Massinga, but the rest are found in rural areas. Although 
the church facilities are small, they have land. 

In the Massinga South and Anhane districts, a total of 12.3 acres of different kinds of vegetables have 
been cultivated and harvested on church land. Another 62 acres in the districts yield cassava, a cash 
crop, which will provide income for the church and the people cultivating the land. An additional 12 
acres in Chilacua District have already yielded enough vegetables to bring in U.S. $1,100 for this first 
pilot project.                                   Source: UMCOR 

Cargo Shop Donations to 
First Universalist Church of Auburn  

Items: 11 scarves, 16 hats, 22 coats, 3 boots, 2 gloves, and 1 sleeping bag 



 

 
 
 

6 

AULD LANG SYNE OR NEW CREATION? 
 
 Most of the focus in our celebration of New Year’s has to do with the future. We make resolutions 
to improve ourselves in some way, and we hope and pray that the coming year will bring us beyond 
the avoidable misfortunes of the past, such as war and other forms of destructive human conflict. The 
song that is associated with New Year’s throughout the English-speaking world (and to some extent 
beyond it), however, is a song that celebrates the past. “Auld Lang Syne,” in the Scots language, means 
something like “times long past,” and the words we know today were written by the poet Robert Burns 
in the eighteenth century, but he drew upon versions sung in much earlier times. 
 
 But what is the reason for this song’s nearly universal appeal? There is something truly 
melancholy about it, recalling as it does events of the past that can never be recovered. But that, I 
suppose, is precisely the point: “Should old acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind?" Our 
instinctive reply to that question is an immediate “of course not.” For to forget the past is to render it 
insignificant, and to render the past insignificant is to imply that life itself lacks meaning. And that, of 
course, is why New Year’s itself has such an appeal. When we “mark” time—whether by years, decades, 
centuries, days, hours, or minutes—we are doing far more than merely “keeping count.” If we lived life 
simply moment-by-moment, with no sense of the passage of time, we would lose something of our 
sense that our moments and days and years count for something—that they matter. So when we 
celebrate New Year’s, one thing we do is look back to the past, with all its sorrows and tragedies as well 
as its joys, and proclaim it to be significant because it is the stage on which the meaning of our lives is 
played out. 
 
 Precisely because life is, in fact, significant to us. However, we also look to the future as an 
expression of hope. War, injustice, prejudice, narrowness, bitterness, bigotry—none of these diseases 
that infect the human community is necessary or inevitable. And at this point, our Christian faith has 
something important to say to us. Although it directs our attention to the past—to the stories of ancient 
Israel, the life of Jesus, and the early church—it also invites us to think about the future. Jesus proclaimed 
that God’s Rule was breaking into human history, and Paul often wrote of the “new creation” that is 
available in Christ. Thus, our faith teaches us that God has not given up on the world but is continually 
seeking to “make all things new,” as the author of the book of Revelation puts it. It, therefore, teaches 
us to nurture hope. But if we hope and pray for a better world, we must also be prepared to work for 
that better world ourselves—to cooperate with God in ministries that week to bind up the wounds that 
human beings have inflicted upon one another. 
 
 Should “old acquaintances”—the friendships, the joys, the agonies, and the horrors of the past—
be forgotten? Certainly not. But for those in Christ, the past does not determine the future. To be in 
Christ is to exist in hope, not in mere remembrance. We are set from all that was negative in the past, 
even as we build upon what was good and are empowered to live in the joy of a new creation. 

 
Pastor Sammie 
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Cape Porpoise Lobster Trap Tree Lighting Celebration 

 

It was a fun time for the Lobster Trap Tree Lighting. It was a little chilly but full of Christmas warmth and 
goodwill. Mike Kelly, a member of the town’s fire department, provided the music, and Church on the 
Cape choir members, shown below, beautifully sang the yuletide music. 
     

 

Church on the Cape Choir Members and Others 

 

 
Photos thanks to Mike Kelly 
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Awesome 
 

 

Our Cargo Shop volunteers have done a terrific job of helping others find good 
items at very attractive prices as visitors manage their finances or look for 
bargains. And Chris, Donna, and Ruth have been exceptional in helping us meet our 
church budget. For this year, the Cargo Shop has raised $10,593.80. And they 
exceeded the budgeted amount of $10,000. Congratulations ,and THANK YOU for 
your service to Church on the Cape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From left to right,  

Chris Welch, Donna Rooney, and Ruth Lovejoy 
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The Church Christmas Fair was a BIG success 
 

Joan Lennon, Debbie Parsons, Debora Berry, and Armit Pak were instrumental in the success of the 
fair. And it brought joy and fun to the many contributors, gift opportunities for shoppers, and funds to 
help support our wonderful church. Cargo Shop sales exceeded $1,900, Gift Baskets brought in $1,765, 
and the total for all fair offerings was $7,510.09. And sales resumed during coffee hour after the 
December 5 worship service. Debora noted 14 of the 39 baskets are unsold and will be for sale at 
various church functions in the future. And after the fair proceeds continue to roll in. Most recently, the 
total raised was $9,694. 
 
Thirty-nine baskets was a huge accomplishment. The Christmas Fair Committee noted: “Thank you to 
all the parishioners who donated a “theme basket” towards the Christmas Fair. Your contribution is 
greatly appreciated. Please see page 13 for a list of contributors. 
 

Blessings to everyone this holiday season.  
May God’s Grace Be With You All. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fair helpers are shown in the following pictures: 
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Baking 
Spirits 
Bright 

 
 
 

 
Photos by Annie Hidell and Charlie Benore 
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Thank you to all the parishioners who donated a “theme basket” towards the 
Christmas fair. Your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

Blessings to everyone this holiday season. 

   May God’s Grace Be With You All.  
 

                         The Christmas Fair Committee    
 

Beverly Bangs 
Graceanne Barbour 

Debora Berry 
Ruthie Clark 
Joan Cole 

Rev. Nancy and Sharon Collins 
Bruce Donath 
Susan Ellery 

Debbie Hamel 
Susan Hathorne 

Annie Hidell 
Rev. Sammie Maxwell 

Allison Majkowski & Jane Vitanza 
Cynthia Nickel 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
It was great to have a full church for Church on the Cape’s Christmas Eve Service. 

Photos by Annie Hidell 
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Church on the Cape 
A United Methodist Church

 
We of The Church on the Cape represent various religious and cultural backgrounds 

and lifestyles. We are young, old, middle-aged, single, married, widowed,  
divorced, parents, grandparents, and members of extended families.  

Above all, we are people who take risks, make mistakes,  
confess, repent and try again. 

 
At the center of our community is Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection are 

the reasons we are together. The life and hope in this community 
 have more to do with Christ's faithfulness  

to us than ours to Christ. 
 

Whether you are searching for a faith community or just passing through, we want you 
to feel at home. Whoever you are, whatever your history, your scars, your gifts;  

you are among persons like yourself.                                    
 

Join us from wherever you call home. If you like what you see here, we post our 
virtual, Hymn Sing, and Sunday Worship Service on our  

website, www.churchonthecape.org. 
 

The Church on the Cape 
3 Langsford Road  

PO Box 2740 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 

Church Phone: 207-967-5787  
Email address:  office@churchonthecape.org 

Website: www.churchonthecape.org  
Pastor: Reverend Sammie Maxwell 

Email Address: scmpreach@windstream.net 
Phone: 207 710 3145

 


